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difficult it is to eradicate it when it has attacked any con-
siderable number of the population. It appears that the
Auckland leper was examined by Dr. R. H. Bakewell,
formerly physician to the Leper Asylum, Trinidad.
Dr. Bakewell’s experience in the West Indies and South
America entitles his opinion as to the nature of the disease
two great weight. -

DOG-OWNERS AND THE MUZZLING ORDER.

THE report of the conference on Jan. 22nd between Mr. I
Chaplin and a deputation of Kentish dog-owners, with i
reference to the recent muzzling order, has recently been
published. It is of interest as affording a comprehensive
’statement of the chief arguments employed for and against
this important sanitary measure. On the part of the depu-
tation there was a general agreement as to the benefit
conferred by the order in removing stray curs from our
thoroughfares. As regards the general application of the
muzzle, however, a totally different feeling prevailed. It
was freely condemned as engendering by its irritation a

snappish tendency, and even as predisposing to rabies. In
ome districts of Kent especially, where, it was alleged,
hydrophobia was unknown, the disuse of this form of
restraint was strongly advocated. The exemption granted
to certain classes of animals-hounds, for example-was
"condemned as an injurious instance of class legislation.
Mr. Chaplin’s reply contained a full and well-reasoned
answer to these various objections. He had no difficulty in
showing that Kent is distinctly one of the infected counties,
thirty-nine cases having occurred within it during last year.
’The application of simple registration as a remedy, though
useful in a degree, was, he maintained, inadequate to meet
the present serious development of the disease. Exemptions
were justified by the extremely careful supervision observed
in the cases above-mentioned, and the chances of comfort or
4iscomfort in wearing the muzzle with any resulting nervous
irritation were dependent entirely on the selective judgment
- exercised by dog-owners. A muzzle rightly constructed did
not irritate, and it constituted the best-known preventive
of canine hydrophobia. The fact that during its general
application in London between 1885 and 1887 the number of
cases fell from twenty-six to nine, rose again in 1888 during
its disuse to 176, and was now increasing, affords a

’sufficient justification of the right hon. gentleman’s view,
which is that which we have ourselves always maintained
respecting the muzzling regulations.

THE HYGIENE OF FLORENCE.

NOWHERE in Italy is the new Public Health Act carried
out with more stringency than in Florence, where the
Ufficio d’lgiene has just detected and brought to justice a
number of adulterators of sweetmeats in which salts of

copper had been largely used as colouring matter. Sundry I
wine-vendors have also had their stores sequestrated on
account of the I I falsificazioii e of the liquors; and, most
important of all, the Ufficio has made a series of searching
investigations into the so-called " pozzi neri and "pozzi
d’acqua potabile " (cesspools and wells of drinking water),
which have been found in dangerous proximity to each
other. In Florence it is a punishable offence to allow these
dc pozzi neri to debouch into the public drains, their con-
tents being (normally) from time to time pumped out, and
carried off to the fields. No fewer than seventy-four of
these "pozzi," however, were found discharging into the
drains, and causing pernicious effluvia. Again, out of ten
"pozzi d’acqua potabile," seven were found contaminated
with leakage from 11 pozzi neri" close by. it is fair to

observe, however, that the "acqua potabile supplied to
the hotels and pensions, and the better quarters in general,

comes from reservoirs outside the gates, and is as pure
and salutary as drinking water need be. Meanwhile the
Florentine Ufficio d’Igiene is to be congratulated on its
energy and efficiency, and on the example it is setting to
other Italian centres resorted to by the English-speaking
public. -

ABDOMINAL SURGERY IN CUBA.

ACCORDING to Dr. Barrena, the results of abdominal

surgery, as practised by himself and some of the other
leading surgeons in Cuba, have hardly been as satisfactory
as could be desired. Of 39 cases of ovariotomy, 12 were
fatal. Of 11 cases of hysterectomy no less than 9 were
fatal; 3 cases of miomotomy, 3 of salpingotomy, and 1 of
ligature of the tubes, were all successful, but 4 cases of
exploratory incision proved fatal to 3 of the patients, and
the only case of vaginal hysterectomy was also fatal.

Altogether, out of 62 patients operated on, no less than 25
died. It is to be hoped that this courageous statement of
actual facts may tend to deter surgeons, who might other-
wise be induced by the brilliant results of abdominal opera-
tions frequently published, from entering with too light a
heart upon operations of this nature. The unfavourable
results referred to may, perhaps, be partially explained by
the insanitary condition of Habana, and probably of other
Cuban cities. This subject was also treated during the
Congress by Dr. Wilson, who pointed out that the bad
water and the want of a proper system of sewerage, together,
doubtless, with the heat and moisture of the climate, raised
the death-rate of Habana to a figure about double that
which denotes the death-rate of London.

THE SALE OF POISONS.

A QUESTION of great importance came before the Lord
Mayor at the Mansion House recently for magisterial
decision. A chemist, who had sold a bottle of cough
linctus containing acetate of morphine, was summoned
under the provisions of the Pharmacy Act for not

having labeled the mixture with the word "poison."
For the defence it was contended that the statute in-

tended only an uncompounded poison, and that a mixture
containing a poisonous ingredient was not within its
terms. It was, moreover, alleged that the practice of

selling poisonous compounds without the warning label

required by the Act is a very common one, and it appeared
that the particular chemist who was defendant in these
proceedings had acted in perfect good faith and with no
suspicion that he was guilty of any illegality. In these
circumstances it was only just that the penalty inflicted
should be a light one, and to that extent we find ourselves
in full accord with the Lord Mayor’s decision. But we do
not feel equally content with the criticism which he passed
upon the language of the Act. He is reported to have said
that the Act does not specify that a mixture containing poison
was to be protected by the label, and, while not adopting the
construction put forward by the defence, he appears, never-
theless, to have indicated so much sympathy with that view
as to suggest that it would be desirable to amend the word-
ing of the statute by the addition of words such as " any
compound or mixture containing poison." This appears to

us to be a singularly ill-advised comment. Many com-
pounds contain poisonous ingredients which are, neverthe-
less, wholly innocuous. Common salt, for instance, con-
tains chlorine, but in combination the chlorine is innocuous.
What the statute says and what it means is that it shall
be unlawful, except with certain safeguards, to sell
a poison. A poisonous compound is just as much a

poison as a poisonous element, and to include in the

prohibition mixtures containing poisons, as distinct from
poisonous substances per se, would be to extend the


